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BY r.  A.  FISHER

Thle  Le  the  answer  f  rece ived f rom my fa ther
when f  once asked h ln  how much he  had to  pay  to
go th rough the  To l lga te .  perhapB 6ome o lder
ree ldents  w i l l  renenber  how he used to  t ra in ,
d r ive  and r ide  horeee fo r  Mr .  O lney  -  the  or , rner
o f  the  beaut i fu l  houee,  known as  B lenhe im House
on George H111.  Th ie  p roper ty  covered the
ground f rom Claremont  (now known as  C leorge H{ l l
H o u s e ) ,  t o  t h e  n a r k e t  y a r d ,  n o w  C o u n t r y  C r a f t a ,
and down to  the  e t rearn  border ing  Sta t ion  Road.
The garden beh lnd  the  house went  down to  the
at ream by  th ree  te r raced lawns,  each kept  l i ke
a  b l l l i a rd  tab le t

The we l l  known wr i te r ,  Mrs .  Keev i } ,  who wro te
under  her  na iden name -  Aver l l  MacKenz ie  Gr leve
adv ieed me to  use  my fa ther re  answer  to  my
q u e e t l o n  a a  e  t i t l e  f o r  a  b o o k ,  s h o u l d  I  e v e r
w r l t e  o n e .

The To l lga te  Cot tage ln  queet ion  s tood a t  the
top  o f  George U l l l ,  and  was used by  qu i te  a
nunber  o f  d i f fe ren t  peop le  as  a  d r re l l ing  houee
anong then Mr .  Va l lancey ,  the  weI I  known
PIIILATELIST. He gave ny young nephew, a keen
s tamp co l lec to r ,  a  penny  b lack ,  and a  twopenny
b lue  aa  a  p reoent  -  lucky  boy .

Beh ind  the  To l lga te  was a  beaut l fu l  garden
which  went  w i th  the  house known as  C larenont .
f t  i s  nor " r  a  neg lec ted  p iece  e f  g round -  a
f i r s t  r a t e  r u b b l s h  d u n p .

t



f  propose uraking a Journey through the vi l lage
ae 1t was when f  wae a chi ld nan).  years ago. f t
was  a  v i l lage  in  every  € ienae o f  the  word .

,F 1!^!1" g*Usl-end of the vit lase stood yEW
LuDGE.  ThLs ,  ny  mother  rememb"r id  as  a  fa rm
houee,  occup led  by  a  Mr .  Weeke,  who fa rned the
Iand bordering Granny Blshops i"rru _ growlng
hops on  each s tae  o f  the  lane.  Counc i l  houees
were  unheard  o f ,  so  the  lane was the  eane w id th
as i t  now ie at the entrance to l ' t .  h lhere
Blshops Croft  now etands were two oaet houaes
whlch I  remember. qul te clear ly.
B ishope Cro f t  be ing  bu l l t  there

I
by

aleo renenber
Mr Sidney Ray.

To re tu rn  to  Yew Lodge.  I  renember ,  aB a  ch i1d ,
w ish ing  tha t  f  l l ved  there .  fn  19 ]8  ny  dream
c a m e  t r u e  a n d  w e  w e r e  a b l e  t o ' b u y  i t ,  a n d  l i v e d
happ i ly  there  fo r  th i r ty -e igh t  yeara .

I t  ie  a  schedu led  bu i ld ing  hav lng  been bu l l t
c i rca  1681.  A  phoen lx  f i re  Insurance s lgn
(Phoen ix  r le ing  f ron  the  Aahes)  can e t i l f  be
seen over  the  f ron t  door .

There  were  no  locke  on  the  doore  -  these were
LOCKBD by an oak bar. ,  reet ing on two lron
s tap les .  The bar  s t re tched across  the  who le
w i d t h  o f  t h e  d o o r .

A  nagn i f l cen t  Yew Tree s tands  Ln  the  garden o f
Yew Lodge -  hence the  name.  f t  ie  p robab ly  one
of  the  b igges t  in  the  area .  Othere  -  omaL ler  -
b u t  n o  l - e s s  b e a u t i f u l ,  a r e  i n  t h e  f l e l d  n e x t  t o
t h e  g a r d e n .  A t  t h e  l o w e r  h a l f  o f  t h i s  f i e l d  a r e
Yew Treee in  a  s t ra igh t  row.  Th is  i s  where  I
I l ved  when a  ch i ld t  and now l i ve  ln  ny  o ld  age.

T h e r e  a r e  f e w e r  t r e e s  t h e r e  n b w ,  b u t  t h e y  a r e
s t i l l ,  t o  m e r  v e r y  b e a u t i f u l .

F Sr..r*€ltd



Lady E1 l ls ,  who lLved ln  Rother f ie ld  HaI l r  oDC€
to ld  me tha t  the  monke o f  ne ighbour ing  abbeys ,
when v is i t lng  each o ther  fo l lowed the  yew Treee
a e l  a  g u l d e .  f h i s ,  I  f e e l ,  m u e t  b e  t r u e ,  a e
Bat t le  Abbey and Rober tebr ldge Abbey are  verJ r
near  to  each o ther ,  and the  t reee wou ld  be  eaey
t o  f o I l o w .

The two co t tages  a t  the  rear  o f  yew Lodge were
bu i l t  by  the  ordnere  o f  the  fa rm.  The rea l  fa rm
house now known aa the  Grove wa€r  occup led  by  the
v i l lage  doc tor ,  un t i l  the  death  o f  Dr .  B lon f ie td
66 years  ago,  and then by  h ie  w ldow unt i l  she
d led .  f t  then  became the  lou th  Cent re .  The
s tab lee  were  deno l lshed,  the  marve l loue garden
wae neglected and f lnal ly the Youth CIub beca-rue
what l t  ls row.

'To  re tu rn  to  ( leorge  HJ-11.

A wood yard  ca l led  Count ry  Cra f ts  now occup les
the  s l te  o f  the  o ld  Marke t  Yard .  A  ca t t le  narke t
was held here once a fortnight and a FAT STOCK
SHOW on the 12th DECIMBff i  everJr year.  .  The yard
was no t  en t i re ly  open to  the  road,  bu t  a  wa l l  ran
down the  eLde o f  the  yard  neareet  the  road,  wh ich
wae nuch narrower than i t  is now. The f lelds and
gardene o f  the  houses  were  cu t  back  fo r  foo tpa the
to be nade - an inprovement i f  only the paths
were  kept  to  wa lk  onr  bu t  a f te r  a  t ine  they  are
covered w l th  every  conce lvab le  k l "nd  o f  rubb ieh '
p lue  bramblee ,  e t ing ing  ne t t lee '  and ever ) r  o ther
k l n d  o f  p l a n t .

We ch j - ld ren  had lo te  o f  fun  watch i -ng  the  an lna le
espec ia l l y  when one or  two ca lves  escaped ln to
t h e  r o a d ,  c h a s e d  b y  t h e l r  e x c i t e d  o w n e r s  w i t h  t h e
he lp  o f  the  drovers  who had brought  then to
narke t .  For tunate ly ,  chJ . l9 ren  have shor t  memor iee ,
s o  t h e i r  l a n g u a g e  w a a  a o o n ' f o r g o t t e n .



The FAT STOCK SHOW waa a  d i f fe ren t  na t te r  a l to -
g e t h e r .  W e ' w e r e  n o L  a l l o w e d  t o  g o  i n t o  t h e  r o a d
at  a l l  on  FAT STOCK SHOW DAy -  even to  go  to
schoo l .  That  was  the  on ly  t ime we d id  no t
a t t e n d  s c h o o l .  A s  i t  w a s  q u i t e  a  c o n m o n  s i g h t
to  see an ina le  so  fa t  tha t  they  cou ld  ecarce ly
w a l k ,  w e  s h o u l d  h a v e  b e e n ,  f  e x p e c t ,  q u i t e  s a f e .
f  w e l l  r e n e m b e r  s e e i - n g  o n e  p o o r  b e a e t ,  u n a b l e  t o
m o v e ,  j u s t  o u t s i d e  o u r  g a r d e n  g a t e .

AdJo in lng  the  Marke t  Yard  was the  George Hote l
Y a r d .  T h i s  h o t e l r  I  u n d e r e t a n d ,  w a e i  t h e  s p o t
where  one caught  the  Stage Coach,  i f  t rave l l ing
any distance. A wal l ,  wh'5-te with blacl t
Ie t te r lng ,  i -n fo rmed the  pub l ic  tha t  the6e were
l i very  and ba i t  s tab les .  As  a  ch l ld '  J  n 'ever
r e a l l y  u n d e r s t o o d  w h a t  i t  n r e a n t .  T h e s e  s t . a b l e e
w e r e  a t  b h e  r e a r  o f  a  b i g  o p e n  y a r d .  S t a b l e s
w i t h  h a y  l o f t e  f a c e d  t h e  r o a d  a n d  t h e r e  w a s  a
p o n d  i . n  t h e  c e n t r e  o f  t h e  y a r d ,  w h e r e ,  f  e x p e c t
t h e  f a r m e r e  w h o  h a d  c o n e  t o  t h e  n a r k e t ,  f e d  a n d
w a t e r e d  t h e i r  h o r s e s ,  b e f o r e  r e t u r n i n g  t o  t h e i r
r e s p e c t i v e  f a r m s .  T h e  d o g  c a r t s ,  a n d  o t h e r
horse  drawn veh ic les  were  parked in  the  yard  '
near  a  w indow wh ich  opened on  to  the  yard .  Fron
th is  w indow the  land lo rd  eerved the  fa rmers
wi th  what  nus t  have been a  very  we lcome p in t .

T h e  G e o r g e  t l o t e l ,  n o l v  c a l l e d  t h e  G e o r g e  I n n ,
was the  fnn  where  the  most  inpor tan t  neet ings
were  he ld .  Noth ing  o f  impor tance now seems to
h a p p e n  h e r e !

b fe  used to  wa l t  in  bed to  hear  the  Roya l  Ma i I
g o  d o w n  t h e  r o a d  -  h o r s e  d r i v e n .

T h e  H i g h  S t r e e t  s t i l l  l o o k s  t h e  s a m e '  w i t h  t h e

I l igh  pavement ,  paved wf f ied  and b lue  br icks
and the  l l i gh  St ree t  snak ing  i t s  way  th rough the
v i l l a g e ,  b u t  a  v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  p i c t u r e  p r e a e n t s



i . t s e l f ,  w h e n  w e  c o n s i d e r  t h a t  t h e  a m e n L t l e s  w h i c h
w e  t o o k  f o r  g r a n t e d  a r e  n o  l o n g e r  w i t h  u s .

For  ins tance,  when f  r+as  young,  there  were  th ree
butchers  in  the  v i l lage  -  nobr  on ly  one.  Barc lays
B a n k  o c c u p i e s  t h e  e i . t e  o f  o n e ,  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  a
consu l tan t  surveyor  another ,  and a  F lo ra l
B o u t i q u e  a n o t h e r .  A g a i n  E r o c e r s '  s h o p s ,  o n c e
three ,  nobr  one .

The Store€r  on  the  H lgh  pavement  i s  now a
eo l lc l to rs  o f f i ce  -  la rnes ,  now an Ant ique shop
and another  smal l  one ln  Nor thbr idge St ree t .  We
h a v e ,  l e f t  t o  u s  C r o u c h e r  a n d  F u l l e r e .  A e  t h e
n a J o r i t y  o f  p e o p l e  h a v e  a  c a r ,  i t  i e  n o t  t o  b e
wondered a t  i f  the  ownere  o f  auch t ranspor t  go  to
the  Supermarke ts .  f t  le  hard  on  oLd peop le  who
c a n n o t  g o  f u r t h e r  a f i e l d  f o r  t h e  g o o d s  t h e y  n e e d .

At  leas t  we have a  good baker ,  a  ehoe shop,  a
c .hen ls t  and a  greengrocer .  But  we have a  sur fe i t
o f  Ant lque shopsr  one o f  wh ich  Ls  known ae the
S a d d l e r y  f o r  o b v i o u a  r e a a o n a .

1 ,11r  b ro thers  and f  o f ten  v is l ted  o ld  Mr .  Burchet t
i n  t h e  S a d d l e r r e  e h o p  t o  b e g  s o m e  w h i p c o r d ,  s o
t h a t  w e  m l g h t  h a v e  w h i p c o r d  r a c e a  u p  t h e  r o a d t l t
P r a c t i c a l l y  a l l  t h e  o l d  h o u s e s  i n  t h e  H i g h  S t r e e t
a r e  l l e t e d ,  t h e  f i n e s t  o f  a l l  b e i n g  t h a t  b e l o n g -
ing  to  Mrs .  Wi6htw lck .

f  suppose what .  in te res ted  us  most  as  ch i ld ren  was
the  nunber  o f  sweet  shopo.  We cou ld  be  very
chooey as  to  wh ich  ehop we spent  our  occas iona l
p e n n l e s  i n .  f { e  c o u l d . g e t  4  o u n c e s  o f  g o o d  b o i l e d
sweets  fo r  a  penny  and tha t  was  when 24O penn ies
were  needed to  make f ,1 .  Inag ine  be ing  ab le  to
b u y  1  1 b  o f  s w e e t s  f o r  4  p e n c e .

One must  no t  fo rge t  th ree  . rb"y  impor tan t  peop le



w h o  l i v e d  i n  o r  n c . e n  i h a  r r { - L  6 + _ ^ ^ !
or course, r,'inl'?:":l:"::*1,:.;fi1;",1 rerer,
M r .  B e a n e y  a n d  M r .  H o o k .  t l i t h o u t  t h e e e  t h r e e&enr  the  fa rners ,  and in  fac t ,  a l1  peop le- -who
re l ied  on  horses  fo r  work  and t ranspor i - rou fa
h a v e  b e e n  i n  a . 6 o m y  p l l g h t .  W i t h o u t  t h e n ,w o r k  a n d  t r a f f i c  w o u t d  h J v e  c o n e  t o  a  e t a n d s t i l L .

Horses  cou ld  be  s :en-  be ing  ehod on  a lnos t  anyd a y  o f  t h e  w e e k  a t  t h e  f o l g e e  o f  t h e e e  o e n ,How we en. joyed lean ing  aga ins t  tho  fo rge  door ,look lng  a t  the  hore"  " t ro . "  be lng  made indf i t ted ,  l1 .s ten lng  to  the  ham.nr r ihg ,  and watchJ-ng
l l .  sparks f ly  as the one ""uponuiuf"  i " i - i r r"f i r e ,  p u n p e d  t h e  b e l l o w e .

SIATION ROAD is alnest a6 i t  rdaai except that
Sandcas t le  Cot tagee are  no  longer  ther .e  ne i theris  the  Under taker fs  workshop.  The T lnber  yard
is  s t l t i  i n  the  eame p la" "  L r r t  no  longer  a re  the
- t tgu_drawn by  a  team o f  f i ve  horses  ab ly  nanagedby o1d l ' l r .  Barden -  a  co lour fu l  charac tur  i fe v e r  t b e r e  w a e l  o n e

The T inber  yard  occup ies  the  who le  o f  the  le f ts i d e  o f  t h e  r o a d  f r o n  t h e  e t a t l o n  t o  t h e
ent iance to  Darve lL  Ha l l .  Th le  wao once ther e s l d e n c e  o f  M r s .  t a y t o n ,  w h o  w a s  d r l v e n  t o
SaLehurs t  Church  every  Sunday norn ing  in  acar r ia6e and pa i . r .  La ter  i t  becarne i  we l l  known
S a n i t o r i u m ,  w i " t h  D r .  D l n g l e y  i n  c h a r g e .  I t  i snow rhe home of THE couuriNf iy oF BROfHanS- The
T i m b e r  Y a r d  p r e m i s e s  s t r e t c h  t o  t h e  b o t t o n  o f
ts lshops  Lane.

T h e  s t a t i o n ,  p r o v i d l n g  t r a n s p o r t  b e t w e e r r
R o b e r t s b r l d g e  a n d  C h a r i n g  C r - e s ,  i s ,  o r  r v a s  t h e
S o u t h  E a s t e r n  a n d  C h a t h a n  R a i l w a y  o r  S . E . C . R ,
t h e s e  i n i t l a l s  b e i n g  t r a n s . l a t e d  b y  t h e  v i l l a g e r s
as SLoW, t iAsy AND cOMFOt{tABtB RAILu/AY;

i
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At  one t l rne  a  smal1  ra i lway  s ta r ted  f rom
R o b e r t e b r i d g e  o n  i t e  j o u r n e y  t o  H e a d c o r n ,  t h l s
j o u r n e y  e v e n t u a l l y  b e l n g  e h o r t e n e d  t o  T e n t e r d e n .
This was the ROTHER VALTEY RAILWAY. f t  went on
i ts  Journey  th rough the  v i l lage ,  pas t  the
cr lcke t  g round and eventua l l y  acroae the  maln
road by  C lappers  Cot tages ,  wh lch  l l ke  the  f le lde ,
w e r e  o f t e n  f l o o d e d .

A c ross ing  ga te  wae opera ted  by  an  o ld  coup le  who
l j -ved  in  the  rn ldd le  co t tage,  and any  one or  anJr -
th ing  awa l ted  the i r  p leasure .  Th is  o ld  coup le ,
Mr .  and Mrs .  Mar t in ,  were  known as  CROWIE,  donr  t
aek ne why.. Their raotto must have EE?irSAfETy
F f R S T f ,  f o r  w e  w a i t e d  a  l o n g  t l n e .

When 1 t  was  found impoes ib le  to  ob ta l "n  an  eng ine
to  d raw the  coaches,  E iomeone had a  remarkab le
i d e a .  T w o  v e h i c l e s  w e r e  c o u p l e d  t o g e t h e r  b a c k  t o
back l  a l low lng  the  dr iver  the  ab i l i t y  to  d r ive
both  ways .  My e is te r ,  whose work  took  her  to
T e n t e r d e n ,  w a g  o n c e  m a r o o n e d  i n  o n e  o f  t h e s e
v e h i c l e s ,  l n  f l o o d  w a t e r .

FAIR LANE

Thls  la  the  lane lead lng  f ro rn  the  Stare  Hote l  to
the  Grave l  P l t .  As  ch l ld ren  nry  no ther  wou ld  no t
a1 low us  to  go  up  th ls  lane,  bu t  l l , ke  a l l
c h i l d r e n ,  w e  d i d .

Probab ly  i t  wae becauee o f  the  Fa i r  wh lch  took
p lace  in  the  f le lde ,  tha t  the  road was ca l l -ed
Fa i r  Lane!  Th ie  fa l r  took  p lace  every  year ,  on
25 U 25 September .  I t  waa a  sheep fa i r ,  and
dur lng  these daye the  na in  road wae occup ied  by
s h e e p !  h u n d r e d s  o f  t h e r u l  T h e r e  w e r e  h o r s e s  t o o ,
e x e r c i s e d  t o  e h o w  t h e i r  p a c e 6  i n  t h e  f i e l d  b e -
h i n d  o u r  h o u s e s .  G r e a t  f u n  t o  w a t c h  f r o m  a  s a f e
pJ"ace beh ind  the  hedge.  Fd j - r  F ie ld  waa then ln
t w o  p a r t s .



The 2) th  Septernber  h raa  the  day  o f  the  An ina l
F a i r  a n d  t h e  2 5 t h  t h e  p l e a s u r e  F a i r .  T h e  f a i r
p e o p l e  w e r e  a l l o w e d  o n e  d a y  ( e + 1  t o  6 o  i n t o  t h e
{ i : l d ,  o n e  d a y  ( 2 5 )  f o r .  t h e  s h e e p  f ' a i r ,  o n e  d a y
( 2 6 )  f o r  t h e  p l e a e u r e  f a i r ,  a n d  o n e  d a y  t o  g o
o u t  ( 2 7 ) .

T h e  P l e a s u r e  F a i r  w a 6  r u n  b y  p e t t i g r e w o ,  a n d  i t
i n c l u d e d  e v e r y t h i n g  -  r o u n d a b o u t s ,  s w i t c h b a c k s ,
h e l t e r  s k e l t e r ,  h o o p l a ,  c o c o n u t  s h i e s ,  i n  f a c t
t h e  l o t .  T h e  u s u a l  e l d e  e h o w s  w e r e  t h e r e  t o o ,
Two po l l cenen were  a lways  on  du ty ,  dur ing  the
f a l r  d a y s ,  t o  e e t t l e  a n y  d i s p u t e  t h a t  n a y  h a v e
ar isen .  One year  when ny  fa ther  had taken my
s i s t e r  a n d  r n e  u p  t o  t h e  f i e 1 d ,  w e  e n t e r e d  t h e
f ie ld  to  f ind  a  f igh t  go ing  on  be tween the
wornan managi-ng the coconut ehy and a local
w o m a n .  A t  s o m e  p e r i o d  o f  t i n e  t h e  n o t h e r  o f
t h e  l o c a l  w o n a n  a r r i v e d  o n  t h e  B c e n e .  B y  t h l s
t i n e  t h e  f i g h t  w a s  g e t t l n g  s e r i o u s ,  w h e n  a
shout  came f rom the  mother  in  b road Suseex -
' r G o o  o n  L i I  ,  I  I  I I  .  o l d  y e r  I  a t  i l .  N e e d l e s e  t o
s&y,  everyone .anywhere  near  wae doub led  up  w i th
l a u g h t e r ,  a n d  t h e  f i g h t  f o r g o t t e n .

N o w  F a i r  L a n e  -  w i t h  i t e  W e a l d e n  H o u s e s ,  i s  a
v e r y  r e s p e c t e d  q u a r t e r  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e .  I n  1 9 0 5 r
M r .  S i n g ,  t h e n  o u r  v i c a r r  w a s  i n s t r u m e h t a l  i - n
g e t t i n g  t h e  M i s s i o n  R o o m ,  a s  l t  w a s  t h e n  c a l l e d  -
b u i 1 t .  I t  i s  s t l l l  b e i n g  u s e d  f o r  s e r v i c e s  a n d
a I l  s o r t s  o f  a c t i v i t i e s ,  a  v e r y  u s e f u l  b u i l d i n g
t o  h a v e  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  I  b e l i e v e ,  b u t  a m  n o t
s u r e  t h a t  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  s t o n e  c a m e  f r o m  t h e
C i s t e r c i a n  A b b e y ,  w h l c h  l s  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  F a i r
L a n e .  ' I h e  W e s l e y a n  C h a p e l  h a s  b e e n  c o n v e r t e d
i n t o  f l a t s ,  k n o w n  a s  A b b e y  C o u r t ,  b u t  a t  o n e
t l n o  w a s  u s e d  r e g u l a r l y  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  f o r
w h i c h  i t  w a s  b u i . l t .

M a n y  y e a r s  a g o  a  d i s a g r e e r " r , t  " " o s e  b e t w e e n
s o m e  o f  t l r e  c o n g r e g a t l o n  a n d  o n e  r n e r n b e r  l e f t



t h e  C h a p e l ,  a n d  b u 1 1 t  a  e m a l l  c h a p e l ( ? )  o n  t h e
B r i d g e s .  f t  w a s  b u l l t  o f  c o r r u g a t e d  i r o n  e h e e t s ,
a n d  m y  i r r e v e r e n t  b r o t h e r e ,  o f  w h o n  t h e r e  w e r e
f l v e  c a l l e d  l t

THE TIN. TABERNACLE

The Br idges  and the  F loods

L e a v i n g  t h e  H l g h  S t r e e t  b e h i n d  w e  c o m e  t o  T H E
BRIDGES.  Th is  1e  a  cauaewayr  ra leed to  keep the
r o a d  u e a b l e ,  a n d  f r e e  f r o n  f l o o d  w a t e r .  B e f o r e
any  work  was done on  the  R iver  Rother  and the
sur round lng  s t reams,  i t  waa u6ua1 fo r  a I1  tha t
par t  o f  the  v i l lage  to  be  f looded l  The c r lcke t
ground,  foo tba l l  g round and the  o ther  f le lda
were  a l l  under  water .

The f lour  mi I l ,  owned by  Mr .  Hodson when f  was  a
ch i ld r  and by  Mr .  Dadewel l  la te r  on  wa6 s i tua ted
on th ie  s t re tch  o f  1and.  The mi lL  was dr iven  by
water  over  a  water  whee l .  A  dan wae made a t  the
rear  o f  the  Mi l l  to  supp ly  the  neceasary  power .
Th ie  was the  M111 Bay,  a  rea l  beauty  epot  and a
p leasant  wa lk  a long the  pa th  tha t  was  bee ide  i t  -
n o w  n o  m o r e .

f  remember ,  on  one occas ion  the  f lood  wa, te r  cane
u p  i n t o  t h e  H 1 6 h  S t r e e t  a e  f a r  a s  t h e  p o e t  O f f i c e .
The peop le  in  the  co t tagee were  ob l iged to  l i ve
ups ta l rs ,  and f r iend ly  ne ighbours  supp l ied  the i r
mea ls  by  paes ing  baskets  o f  food th rough the  bed-
roon w indows.  I f  one wanted  to  reach tha t  par t
o f  t h e  v l l l a g e  b e y o n d  t h e  p o s t  O f f i c e ,  a  p o s t
O f f i c e  h a n d - c a r t  w a s  u s e d  a s  a  c o n v e y a n c e .  T h e
c o t t a g e s  b e h i n d  t h e  H l g h  $ t r e e t  w e r e  f l o o d e d  -
t h e  w a t e r  f  o u r  t r e a d s  u p  t h e  s t a j . r s .

I  had a  r lde  ln  a  hand-car t  when f  went  to  ca tch
t h e  t r a l n  t o  g o  t o  e c h o o l  b e c a u s e  S t a t i o n  R o a d
w a e  u n d e r  w a t e r !



-

T h e  M i I l  p r e s e n t e d  a  v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  p i c t u r e  f r o n
w h a t  i t  d o e s  t o d a y .  ( f t  i s  n o w  S C A T S ) .  C o r n  w a e
t a k e n  t o  t h e  M i I I  r e g u l a r l y  b y  t h e  f a r m e r s .
There  i t  was  ground in to  f lour  be tween two la rge
e t o n e s  -  h e n c e  s t o n e  g r o u n d  f l _ o u r ,  a n d  v e r y
popular i t  t .Ja6. Many men brere enployed here
g r i n d i n g  t h e  f L o u r  a n d  o t h e r s  t o  d e l i v e r  i t  t o
cus tonere  -  uaua l ) "y  ln  covered wagons,  .d rawn by
t w o  h o r s e s .

I n  1 9 O ]  a  d i s a s t r o u s  f l r e  o c c u r r e d .  T h e  t o p  o f
the  n i l l  wae des t royed and c rashed on  to  the  M111
House.  For tunate ly  no  one was in ju red .  The f i re
eng ine ,  d rawn by  horsea o f  course  -  wae a lways
dr iven  by  ny  fa ther .  f  remember  h in  te l l ing  ne
how once the  hor .see (wh ich  were  requ j .sL t ioned
f rom anyone who cou ld  spare  then)  were  harnessed
to  the  f i re  eng ine  -  one wou ld  work  and one wou ld
not  -  so  what  a  journey  i t  nus t  have been.  f t
makee one see tha t  the  say ing  r t l ^ lh ip  the  horse
tha t  w i l l  work , r  i s  no t  w i . thout  reaoon.  The n l l l
b u r n t  f o r  t h r e e  d a y e .  T h e  w a t e r  w a a  p u n p e d  b y
h a n d ,  s o  t h e  f i r e n e n  -  a l l  v o l u n t e e r s  -  h a d  t o
work  very  hard  -  I  th ink  there  were  J  o r  4  men on
e a c h  s i d e  o f  t h e  p u m p .  S h o u l d  a  f i r e  o c c u r  t h e
f i remen were  summoned by  the  r ing ing  o f  a  be11 in
t h e  v l l l a g e ,  u s u a l l y  b y  o n e  o f  n y  b r o t h e r s .
A l t h o u g h  I  w a s  o n l y  b e t w e e n  I  a n d  6  y e a r s  o l d ,  I
remember  c ry ing  because f  thought  Dad wou ld  no t
c o m e  b a c k .

N o r t h b r i d g e  S t r e e t

T h e  n a m e  s p e a k e  f o r  l t s e l f .  T h i s  i s  t h e  r o a d  t h a t
r u n 6  f r o n  t h e  l a s t  b r l d g e  t o  t h e  t u r n i n g  t o  t h e
C h u r c h .  J  c a n n o t  r e m e n b e r  a n y  b u l l d i n g s  e x c e p t
L y n t o n  I I o u s e  b e i n g  b u i l t  a n d  R u t l e J r  C l o 6 e .  E x c e p t
f o r  w i d e n i n g  t h e  s t r e e t  s l i 6 h t l y  b y  t a k i n g  d o w n
s o m e  t r e e s  w h i c h  w e r e  o n  t h e  p a t h ,  i t  i s  a e  I  k n e w
i t .



My rnother waa born Ln Monke House as 1t is now
c a l l e d .  T h i e  b l o c k  o f  h o u s e s  c o n e i e t e d  o f  f i v e
co t tages  when I  wae young.

Oppos l te  then waa a  f ie ld r  par t  o f  M i I l  Farm,
and a short  distance away was MiI l  Farm House.
T h i s  h a d  b e s i d e  l t t  a  c a r p e n t e r f e  s h o p ,  a n d  a
t r lnmed Yew Tree in  the  garden.

There was a punp herer and fron thie punp al l
the  lnhab i tan te  o f  the  Bt ree t  ob taLned the i r
water .  What  a  job  fe tch ing  J . t .  When we were
on our bray to gchool we often uet nen with
buckete  fe tch ing  water  -  eapec ia l l y  when l t  l raa
waeh lng  day .

The o ld  peop le  -  l4 r .  &  Mre .  See ley  -  nugt  have
had a  th r iv ing  bue inese in  the  e t ree t  fo r  there
a lways  eeemed to  be  aoneon€ in  the  shop.

The houee where  Mr .  &  Mre .  Tay lo r  l i ve  i s ,  aa
most  peop l ,e  know,  ca l led  Quaker  Cot tage.  Th le
nane wae g lven to  i t  because a  gent lenan bought
l t  f rom an o ld  lady  naned Ann Fr iend (A  fRIEND) .
f  know,  bu t  on ly  because ay  no ther  to ld  me '
tha t  Mr .  Lev i  N lcho le  lLved ln  the  house nex t  to
Mr .  Tay lo r .  He,  i t  waa '  who was ins t rumenta l  Ln
s t a r t i n g  t h e  c r i c k e t  b a t  f a c t o r y  -  l a t e r  t o
become wor ld  fanous .  He ln t roduced the  sp l i ced
hand le  -  a  s t r ip  o f  rubber  in  the  hand le  to
counterac t  the  s t lng  to  the  hands when the  ba t
m e t  t h e  b a l l .

T h e  s c h o o l  m a e t e r ,  H r .  P o t t e r i  w a e  r e s p o n E l b l e
fo r  the  bu l ld lng  o f  tyn ton  l lous€.  Oppoe i te
Lynton  House now 1s  Rut ley  C1oee.  Th ie  l ras  oncc
a  h o p  g a r d e n .  ( M o r e  a b o u t  h o p  g a r d e n e  l a t e r ) .
T h e  t e r r a c e  o f  h o u e e e  b y  R u t l e y  C l o s e  w a e  t h e
o ld  t rJork  Houee,  renenbered by  the  nane o f  the
f ie ld  ad jo in ing  i t  -  hDRK HOUSE BROOK.



Flna l l y  Church  Lane.
c h a n g e d  a n y  m o r e .

Th is  , fo r tunate ly  cannot  be

T h e  s e v e n  o a k  t r e e s  w h i c h  o n c e  s t o o d  a l o n g  t h e
edpEe o f  the  road are  gone.  Coronat ion  Gardens
a r e  o p p o s i t e  w h e r e  o n c e  t h e y  e t o o d ,  a l i o
R o t h e r v i e w  E e t a t e  a n d  t w o  o t h e r  b r o c k s  o f  h o u s e s .

O1d Mr .  B lshop,  our  mueh loved roadman,  i s  s t l l l
r e m e n b e r e d  b y  h i s  c o t t a g e  b y  t h e  r o a d e i d e .  F r o n
t h e r e  t h e  r o a d  g o e e  t o  t h e  C h u r c h ,  p a e t  a o m e
ru lne  known as  pump Barn .  I  do  no t  know why,
a n d  t h e n  o n  t o  t h e  C h u r c h ,  w h e r e ,  i f  y o u  a r t
l " : IVr  Jou migh t  be  gree ted  by  the  r ing lng  o f  8
b e l l e  -  t h e  b e s t  l n  S u s s e x .  R o b e r t s b r i d g e
i t s e l f  h a s  n o  C h u r c h ,  a s  i t  i s  i n  t h e  p a r i s h  o f
S a l e h u r s t .  N a t i v e s  o f  t h e ' v l l l a g e  a r e  y e r y
p r o u d  o f  i t .  T h e  f o n t ,  e u r r o u n d e d  a t  l t s  b a e e
by ea la rnanders  i s  reputed  to  have been g lven to
the  Church  by  R lchard  Coeur  de  L ion  aB a  thank
o f f e r i n g .  T h e  A b b o t  a t  t h a t  t i n e  w a s  b e l l e v e d
t o  h a v e  b e e n  t h e  o n e  w h o  t e d  t h e  e x p e d i t l o n  t o
f r e e  t h e  k i n g  w h e n  h e  w a s  t a k e n  p r i e o n e r  a f t e r
a  C r u s a d e .  T h e  d a t e  o n  t h e  C h u r c h  1 s  1 2 8 2 .
T h e  A b b e y  d a t e s  f r o n  1 1 8 5 .

The V i l lage  Schoo l

I  have dec lded tha t  the  v i l lage  schoo l  wae
d e s e r v i n g  o f  a  e p e c i a l  p l a c e  i n  t h l s  l t t t l e
b o o k  o f  r e m i n i e c e n c e s .  I t  h a s  b e e n  h e r e  f o r
very  nurn) r  yeara ,  in  a lmost  the  same s ta te .
Outward ly  i t  looks  a lmost  the  aame -  f  was
a c c e p t e d  a B  a  p u p i l  o n  M a y  2 9 ,  1 8 9 9 1  !  ( s e e  1 o g
b o o k ) .  W h a t  w a s  t h e  I n f a n t  c l - a s s r o o n  i s  n o w  t h e
k i t c h e n ,  a n d  w h a t  I  t h i n k  i s  k n o w n  a s  t h e  l l a l 1 ,
w a s  o n c e  t h e  b i g  c l a s s r o o n .  T h r e e  s e p a r a t e
c lassee were  taught  here ,  one- i l iEs  separa ted
f r o m  t h e  n e x t  b y  a  b a i z e  c u r t a i n .  T h l n k  o f  t h e
t r l a l s  o f  t h e  c l a s s  l n  t h e  m l d d L e  -  a  c r r r t a i n
e a c h  s i t l e .



----

:

A  b ig  coke e tove  waa a t  the  f ron t  o f  the  room -
qu i te  o f ten  snok lng ,  o r  maybe no t  burn ing !  We
w o r k e d  u n t i l  l +  o ' c l o c k  a n d  t h e r e  w a s  n o  l i g h t i n g
sys tea .  The o ther  two roo t ra  were  Ena l le r  bu t .
each had a  ga l le ry  in  i t .  Desks  were  hard ,  and
d i e c i p l l n e  s t r i c t r . w h i c h  d i d  n o n e  o f  u s  a n y  h a r n ,
bu t  p robab ly  a  g rea t  dea l  o f  good.

Go ing  back  to  the  In fan t  c laee,  we had no  such
th lngs  ae  p las t i c lne  and bu i ld ing  bLocks !  We
wero  a t  echoo l  to  work .  We were  taught  to  wr i te
o n  s l a t e s  w l t h  e l a t e  p e n c l l s .  E A c h  s l a t e  h a d  a
h o l e  i n  t h e  b o t t o n  o f  l t ,  t o  w h i c h  w a e  a t t a c h e d
a danp aponge,  wh ich  wae pu t  to  ueeg o ther  than
t h o s e  f o r  w h l c h  i t  w a s  i n t e n d e d ,  o n e  b e i n g
rubblng out what a boy or glr l  next to you had
d o n e ,  j u s t  b e f o r e  t h e  t e a c h e r  c a m e  t o  s e e  t h e
r e s u l t  o f  o n e r s  e f f o r t e .  T h L s  r e s u l t e d ,  a E  a
r u l e r . i n  a  b e a t l n g  f o r  t h e  o f f e n d e r

We sa t  on  wooden benches w i th  no  back  rea ts  and
o u r  l i t t l e  a r n s  w e r e  f o l d e d  t i g h t l y  b e h l n d  u e .
L i fe  wae rea l ,  I i fe  wae earneet  in  those days .
A luxury  to  ho ld  our  booke in  a  desk  o f  our  own
wa6 never  enJoyed.  A f te r  be ing  used they  were
co l lec ted  and pu t  ln  a  cupboard .  We had deeks
to  acconnodate  f i ve  to  beg ln  w l th  and la te r  had
dua l .deeks ,  a  g rea t  inprovenent .  We worked
hard ,  we had a  very  l in i ted  anount  o f  t ine  to
p lay  bu t  f  an  bo ld  enough to  eay  we enJoyed our
t lne  a t  schoo l .  I  fee l  tha t  I  and nany  o thers
o w e  a  d e e p  d e b t  o f  g r a t i t u d e  t o  M r .  P o t t e r ,  w h o
wae the  headnaster  when I  wae youngr  and in
Ia te r -  years  to  l . l r .  Wawne who was the  headnaster
when I  re t l - red  f rom teachJ .ng .



The fnduat r iee  o f  the  V l l lage  OtD STYLE

Rober tebr ldge,  an  agrJ -cu l tu ra l  v i l lage  w i th  nany
farms -  G lo t tenham,  pareonage,  The Moat r  The
A b b e y r  R e d l a n d s ,  T h e  M i l l ,  S l l d " u ,  T h e  6 1 s y " ,  t o
nane aome o f  them.  ALL the  usua l  c rop6 brere
grown and the  usua l  an lmaLe kept .

Haynaking wa6 a happy t lne for chl ldren who Bpent
most  o f  the l r  t lne  p lay lng  in  the  hay  wh i le  the i r
paren ts  worked to  b r lng  the  hay  in to  the  r i ck
yard .  Th ls  wacr  a  fa r  d i f fe ren t  and more  arduoue
opera t lon  than i t  i s  now.  The grase was le f t  to
dry ,  then i t  was  tu rned and toeeed by  a  tedd ing
nschLne drawn by  a  horae.  When L t  wae ready  to
be car r ied ,  wot ren  w l th  wooden rakes  raked i t  in to
s t r a i 6 q h t  I l n e e ,  e o  t h a t  i t .  c o u l d  b e  l o a d e d  i n  t h e
wa8onEi.  Usual ly the women were fol lowed by a nan
wi th  a  buck  rake  (a  very  la rge  rake  wh ich  he
p u l l e d  b e h i n d  h i n )  t o  p l c k  u p  t h e  s t r a y  b i t a  o f
hay .  hhen i t  wae ready  to  be  loadedr  a  wagon wa6
b r o u g h t  t o  t h e  f l e l d  t o  c a r r y  i t  t o  t h e  y a r d .  M e n
wi th  p l tch  fo rks  a r r i ved  and loaded the  hay ,  ue lng
p l tch  fo rks ,  a  hazardoua proceed ing ,  fo r  the  horse
n lgh t  sudden ly  dec ide  to  move.  Var ious
exprese lona were  ueed by  the  nan in  charge o f  th is
opera t ton  to  s top  or  e ta r t  the  horee dur ing  the
load lng ;  the  on ly  one I  remember  be lng  L I -ARD I
th ink  l t  neant  HOLD TIGHT.  I t  was  taken to  the
yard  where  l t  was  e tacked ln ,  rec tangu lar  shapee -
a  rea l  work  o f  a r t .  We had no  ba . Iee  o f  hay !

A f t e r  a  w h i l e  i t  w a s  t h a t c h e d  b y  a r r  e x p e r t
tha tcher .  We had one l i v ing  1n  the  v l l lage  -
M r .  T e e t e r  w h o  l i v e d  1 n  F a i r  L a n e .

A f t e r  h a y r n a k i n g  c a m e  h a r v e s t l n g .  T h i e  t o o ,  w a 6
v e r y  h a r d ,  i n t e r e s t i n g  w o r k ,  C o m b L n e  h a r v e s t e r s
w e r e  u n k n o w n .  H a r v e s t i n g  w a a  a  v e r y  d i f f e r e n t
propoe i t ion  f rom haymak ing . :



Usua l ly  a  ecy the  wae used to  cu t  round the  edge
of  the  corn f ie ld ,  then a  nowing  mach lne .  The
corn ,  a f te r  cu t t ing !  wae p lcked up  by  workrnen.

There  l re re  usua l ly  two who worked together '  one
to  roake the  bond and p lace  on  the  ground '  the
o t h e r  t o  p l a c e  a n  a r m f u l  o f  c o r n  o n  t h e  b o n d '

and t le  i t  up .  A  bond wae nade by  tw ie t lng  two

h a n d a f u l  o f  c o r n s t a l k s  i n t o  o n e  s t r a i g h t  p l e c e .

I t  wae a  bad t i rae  fo r  rabb l ts '  ao  they  werg

alwaye found in the corn'  and as the nowJ.ng

mach lne  went  round Ln  ever  decreas ing  c i rc lea

the  rabb l ts  rushed nearer  and nearer  to  the

c e n t r e  o f  t h e  f i e l d ,  t h u e  l e e a e n l n g  t h e i r  c h a n c e

of  escape.  I  a lwaye fe l t  eor ry  fo r  the  rabb l te '

The sheavee o f  corn  were  ra ised o f f  the  ground

and nade ln to  ehocks  or  e tooke.  There  were

usua l ly  e ix  eheaves  bu l l t  up  to  face  oach o ther '

and one a t  each end to  keep then a tand lnS '  They

had to  s tand and harves t  fo r  th ree  Sundaye
before  be ing  car r led  to  the  fa rm yard  to  awa i t

t h e  t h r e s h i n g  m a c h i n e .

The corn was bui l t  into ROUND stacka wi ' th the

ears  o f  corn  a l l  fac ing  the  n idd le '  The g tacke

had a  f i rn  foundat ion  o f  s t l cke  or  wood,  wh lch '

in  th .e  course  o f  t ine  becaae a  ea fe  h ld ing  p lace

and b ieed ing  ground fo r  ra ts  and probab ly  mLce '

T h e s e  s t a c k e ,  t o o r  w e r e  t h a t c h e d '  T h e  t h r e s h i n g

mach ine  eventua l l y  a r r i vedr  d rawn by  a  s tean

eng ine  I

T h e  s t a c k  w a e  d e n u d e d  o f  l t e  t h a t c h ,  a n d  t h e

s h e a v e s o f c o r n f e d i n t o t h e t h r e e h i n g n a c h i n e
by  ek i l led  nen -  the  corn  energed on  one s ide

and the  Bt ra ! ,  the  o ther .  A  b15 boy ,  a  cav lng

boy  he  was ca l led ,  car r ied  the  e t raw away '  wh i le

ta is ,  a rmed w i th  e t l -cks  t r ied  to  emula te  the

Pied  P iper  and r id  fhe  p lace  o f  ra te '



I t  wae enJoyab le  i f
t h r e s h i n g ,  b u t  v e r y
a t  t h e  a c t u a l  j o b .

you were  on ly  watch ing  the
d l r ty  shou ld  you be  he lp in6

N o w  e v e r y t h l n g  l e  d o n e  b y  a  C o m b i n e  H a r v e s t e r !

HOP PICKING

This  was the  th l rd  b lg  opera t ion  in  the  fa rn tng
wor1d.  A l l  o r  p rac t ica l l y  every  fami ly  was in -
vo lved in  hop p ick ing  t ine .  Schoo1 ho lJ_daye
were  ar ranged to  su i t  the  hop p ick ing  6eaeon.
Hop p ick ing ,  I  fear ,  wae no t  so  much enJoyed ae
the  o ther  two -  Eaynak ing  and Harves t in t .  In
the  hop garden ch i ld ren  used to  e i t  and p ick  the
h o p s  i n t o  b o x e s  o r  b a s k e t s ,  i n  f a c t  a n y t i r l n g
tha t  wou ld  ho . ld  then.  Some used open umbre i las !
T h e  h o p  b i n e e  w e r e  t r a l n e d  u p  p o l e s  o r  e t r l n g
usua l - l y  by  women ca l led  hoptyers  and when the
hgns were  r ipe  in  August  o r  Septenber  hop
p i c k i n g  b a g a n .  T h e  h o p o  w e r e  p i c k e d  l n t o  b t n a  _
hess ian  ba6;s  on  a  wooden f ranework .

W o r k  s t a r t e d  a t  s e v e n  o r c l o c k  i n  t h e  m o r n i n g
when the  fa rmer  ehouted  t fALL TO hDRKrr .  The
c h i l d r e n  s a t  b e s i d e  t h e  b i n  -  t h e r e  w e r e  s i x  b i n s
i n  a  s e t  -  a n d  t h e  p i c k e r s  w e r e  l o o k e d  a f t e r  b y
t h e  p o l e  p u l l e r ,  w h o e e  w o r k  i t  w a e  t o  k e e p  t h e
p lckere  supp l ied  w l th  po1es ,  wh ich  when re l ieved
o f  t h e  h o p s  w e r e  t h r o w n  b e h i n d  t h e  b l n  l n  a  p i l e .
W h e n  a l l  t h e  h o p e  h a d  b e e n  p i c k e d ,  o n e  p e r e o n ,
u s u a l l y  a  c h i l d ,  e h o u t e d  f r A L L  O F F i ,  a n d  t h e
neaaurer  accompan led  by  THE BOOKER ar r ived  to
n e a E u r e  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  b u s h e l s  w h i c h  h a d  b e e n
p l c k e d .  T h e  n u m b e r  w a s  e n t e r e d  l n  t h e  b o o k e r f s
b o o k  a n d  i n  t h e  b o o k  b e l o n g i n g  t o  t h e  p l c k e r .
T h e  n u n b e r  o f  b u e h e l s  w a 6  c o u n t e d  a l o u d  b y  t h e
m e a 6 u r e r .
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The ch i ld ren  were  kept  a t  work  s i t t i .ng  by  the
m o t h e r r e  b l n  a n d  t r a n e f e r r i n g  t h e  h o p e  i n t o
the  b in  f rom unbre l lae  (upended)  and boxea.
A lo t  depend lng  on  hop-p ick ing '  fo r  the  .
c h l l d r e n r a  w i n t e r  c l o t h e e  n i g h t  d e p e n d  o n  l t .
Wages in  thoee daye were  no t  h igh t  The
b o o k e r r e  w o r k  w a e . t o  a e c e r t a i n  h o w  m a n y  p o k e e
( h o p  a a c k s )  w e r e  t o  b e  t a k e n  t o  t h e  o a s t  h o u e e
e a c h  d a y ,  a n d  t h e n  t o  c o u n t  t h e  b u s h e l s  a s  t h e y
were  Eeasured j .n to  the  poke,  Each poke he ld
t e n  b u s h e l e .

Th is  Haa an  inpor tan t  par t  o f  the  booker rs
work ,  ae  the  hop dr le r  in  the  oaet  had to  have

the  r igh t  number  o f  bushe le ,  o r  an  oas t  o f  hope
cou ld  be  epoL led  by  too  nanJr  o r  too  few.

Wtren  the  quota  o f  hope *ae  ob taLned the  e l rou t
came: -  NO MORE HOPS TO BE PICKED TONIGIIT

SEVn'I  OICLOCK IN THE MORNING
S o  e n d e d  a  d a y r  s  p i c k i n g .

Th is  pa t te rn  cont inued un t i l  a l l  the  hope were
p l c k e d ,  d r i e d  a n d  p r e e e e d  l n t o  p o c k e t a .  T h e e e
were  b ig ,  exceed ing ly  a t rong hees ian  bage '

Sone farmere enPloYed fani l les
to l rns  to  p ick  the  hoPe.  TheY
of 'sna l1  wooden bu i ld ings  near
w e r e  c a l l e d  h o p p e r  h u t s .

l rJhen hop-picking was f inished'
v i l lage  oe t t led  down aga in  to
and the  comJ.ng o f  Chr ls tnae.

f rom outs ide
lLved ln a number

the  fa rn  wh ich

peop le  o f  the
awaLt  the  w in te r


